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Economic Geology is an independent journal published by
the Society of Economic Geologists, Inc. Papers submitted to
the journal will be evaluated on the basis of appropriateness
for the journal, suitability of topic, and quality and signifi-
cance of the research. Do not send manuscripts that have al-
ready been published or accepted for publication elsewhere,
that reiterate previously published material or that contain
significant material already published in symposium volumes
or conference proceedings. The Editor and members of the
Editorial Board will seek competent reviews of papers prior
to accepting them for publication or recommending revisions.
Manuscripts requiring revisions may be considered new sub-
missions if they are not returned within 2 months. No com-
mitment for acceptance can be given prior to completion of
the review process.

Manuscript Submission

During preparation of manuscripts, authors are asked to
carefully follow the guidelines presented here. The preferred
method of submittal is online through Editorial Manager
(http://www.editorialmanager.com/seg/). Manuscripts may
also be submitted as PDF attachments to email or as paper
copy, in triplicate, although this method is discouraged (Eco-
nomic Geology, Department of Geosciences, Clark Science
Center, 44 College Lane, Smith College, Northampton, MA
01063; tel: 413-585-3805; fax: 413-585-3786; e-mail: econ-
geol@smith.edu). After the paper is accepted for publication,
authors will be required to sign a copyright transferal form.

Types of Manuscripts Published

The journal publishes five types of manuscripts: (1) Regu-
lar papers presenting new work (typically 20 journal pages),
(2) Scientific communications (five journal pages), (3) Ex-
press letters (no more than four journal pages), (4) Discus-
sions of previously published articles (no more than two jour-
nal pages), and (5) Overview papers based on original
compilation and synthesis from published and unpublished
work (no more than 20 journal pages). In calculating the
length of a submittal, the following guidelines apply: a journal
page contains 1,000 words or 48 references; published
lengths include abstract, text, figures, tables, references, and
appendices. Page estimates for figures and tables can be
made by comparison with recent issues of the journal.

Regular papers

Regular papers, focused on new data, may discuss any as-
pect of economic geology, including all classes of mineral de-
posits as well as the tectonics or geochemistry of mineralized
regions, studies of experimental or natural systems of miner-
als involved in ore deposits, sampling statistics, exploration
techniques, potential new sources of metals, and environ-
mental geochemistry of mine sites. We especially encourage
authors to submit field-based studies that include new geo-
logic maps and cross sections of mineral deposits and/or of
mineralized districts. Regular papers are reviewed by at least

two expert readers and at least one member of the Editorial
Board.

Scientific communications, express letters, and discussions

Scientific communications are intended to serve as topical
progress reports prior to the publication of a major paper, to
disseminate new ideas on topics of current interest, or to de-
scribe a new technique and its applications. In any of these
cases, scientific communications must stand alone and con-
tain sufficient data to support conclusions. They are evaluated
by only one referee and one member of the Editorial Board,
which permits more rapid publication.

Express letters showcase new or developing ideas, meth-
ods, or discoveries, the timely publication of which clearly
benefits the readers of the journal. They are short (2 to 4
printed pages, including figures, tables, and references) and
are reviewed only by a member of the Editorial Board and the
Editor of the journal. They may contain elements of longer
papers that might appear later in the regular pages of the
journal, but they should not be extended abstracts of full-
length journal papers.

Discussions of previously published articles may receive a
formal review if advisable, and the author of a paper under
discussion is always given the opportunity to reply. Usually,
the Discussion and Reply are then published together.

Overview papers

Authors intending to submit overview papers are required
to provide an outline to the Editor prior to submittal.
Overview papers should present new insights into specific
ore-forming environments through original compilations of
published and unpublished data on geology and geochem-
istry. Creative reviews should critically assess the data in the
light of competing hypotheses, and genetic models should be
discussed in the context of older ideas as well as their rele-
vance to exploration concepts. Thorough citation of past work
by others and incorporation of examples of key localities is a
requirement. Overview papers will be treated as regular pa-
pers and are reviewed by at least two expert readers and at
least one member of the Editorial Board.

Map Series

Background

The map series consists of multiple, large format maps and
cross sections in color, depicting the geology and related fea-
tures of mineral deposits and mineral districts. Maps in the
series will be published as part of regular issues. Maps may
focus on mineralized regions, mining districts, or orebodies.
In addition to geologic maps and cross sections showing the
location and size of deposits, authors should include maps, at
the same scale, depicting the distribution of key features re-
lated to mineralized zones. Such features could include, for
example, vein abundances and structural controls, hydrother-
mal wall-rock alteration, ore mineral associations, metal grade
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or metal ratio patterns, and geochemical and geophysical data.
In some cases, multiple features such as those listed could be
presented together on one map through judicious choice of
symbols and colored lines. In other cases, separate maps may
be necessary for each feature to preserve detail. Varying de-
grees of data availability are expected, and authors are not re-
quired to generate maps showing all of the features listed
above. However, the guiding principle is that authors should
go beyond the geologic map in recording the environment of
mineral deposits. The maps should be original, detailed, and
accurate, and should contribute in a substantive way to the sci-
ence of ore deposits. In general, this will mean that maps ac-
cepted for publication will have originated as part of a multi-
year campaign of mine mapping or district mapping.

Requirements

Authors planning to submit to the map series must contact
the Editor with a specific, written proposal accompanied by
preliminary examples of maps, and a proposed layout. Indi-
vidual contributions to the map series will be limited to two
sheets. Three sheets will be published only under special cir-
cumstances. Ideal size per sheet in terms of cost effectiveness
is 16 x 20 inches, although larger sizes can be accommodated
in special cases. After approval to proceed is received from
the Editor, authors should contact the production office for
specific instructions on preparing the maps for digital sub-
mittal using programs such as CorelDraw or Illustrator. Close
consultation between authors, the production staff, and the
Editor will be critical to timely completion and cost control.
There are no page charges for the map series, although au-
thors are asked to seek funds from their institutions, govern-
ment agencies, or companies to help defray costs.

Maps will be reviewed by two referees and will have to meet
a high publication standard. Maps should include topographic
contours, latitude and longitude, strike and dip symbols on lay-
ered rocks, and dip arrows on faults and contacts. Cross sec-
tions should be located on accompanying plan maps, and de-
gree of subsurface control indicated by drill holes. Degree of
certainty on lithologic contacts, faults, and other features
should be indicated. Authors should consult Suggestions to Au-
thors of the Reports of the United States Geological Survey
(U.S. Government Printing Office) for guidance in preparation
of maps. For an example of desired scope and quality, authors
are referred to vol. 103, no. 5, 2008.

A short, descriptive text, limited to 10 journal pages, will be
printed on regular journal pages. Format and style should
conform to that of regular papers. The use of tables and pho-
tographs to summarize rock types and features related to
mineral deposits is encouraged. The text should be an expla-
nation of the maps, including a short history of their develop-
ment, descriptions of rock units, and general features of min-
eral deposits. References for the map series can include
unpublished reports.

Manuscript Text, References, Tables, and Figures:
Format and Style
Title page includes the following:

 Title of paper
e Authors’ names
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« Authors’ affiliations and addresses

< An e-mail address for the corresponding author

« If an affiliation or address of an author has changed since
work on the paper was completed, provide information
for present address, which will be listed in a footnote.

Abstract

< An abstract of about 150 to 250 words is required. One
should accompany all full papers and scientific commu-
nications.

< No references, figures, or tables should be included in
the abstract.

Text

e Microsoft Word is the recommended software for the
body of the paper.

» A regular font such as Times New Roman is preferred.

e Spelling must conform to U.S. conventions (e.g., sulfide,
not sulphide; color, not colour).

< Acronyms should be avoided, except those that are uni-
versally accepted, such as ICP-MS.

e Use the indent function for paragraphs and automatic
pagination.

e Three ranks of heading can be accommodated. Major
headings are centered, bold, with significant words capi-
talized. Secondary headings are placed flush left and set
in italics; third-level headings are indented, italicized,
and run into the text.

» Boldface type and italics should be used only for appro-
priate mathematical symbols, not for emphasis.

» Footnotes are rarely necessary; the material usually can
be incorporated in the text.

e For spelling, style, grammar, and punctuation, Economic
Geology primarily uses the AGI Glossary of Geology,
Chicago Manual of Style, and Merriam-Webster’s Colle-
giate Dictionary.

Figure captions

< Captions follow the References section of the paper.

< Number captions (and figures) sequentially with Arabic
numerals and begin with the abbreviation “Fig.” (e.g.,
Fig. 1.).

 Parts of the figure should be labeled with upper case let-
ters (e.g., A, B, C).

e Captions should be brief, stating first the type of figure
involved, then the salient points of the figure, and con-
clude with references if the figure is derived from other
work.

Tables

= Tables may follow the figure captions or be individual files.

e Use Word or Excel—a format that we can edit for style.

« Tables are called out sequentially, with Arabic numerals
and brief titles.

< Notes are labeled with superscript Arabic numerals; se-
guence is across rows and then down. Explanatory notes
and footnotes follow the table.

e Text in individual cells of the table should have only ini-
tial letter of the first word in upper case, in addition to
proper nouns (e.g., Mississippi Valley-type).
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< Tables do not take sentence-ending periods.
< Appendix tables and figures are designated by an upper
case “A” before the number (e.g., Table Al; Fig. Al).

(western Turkey): International Symposium on Eastern
Mediterranean Geology Thessaloniki, 5t, Greece, 14-20
April 2004, Proceedings, p. 1595-1596.
o . . < Journal paper: Fehn, U., and Cathles, L.M., 1979, Hydro-
Abbreviations, units, and terminology thermal convection at slow-spreading mid-ocean ridges:
= Use internationally accepted units. As far as possible, use Tectonophysics, v. 55, p. 239-260.
only SI (metric) units of measurement; decimals are = “Etal.” entry follows two author entry (above): Fehn, U.,
preferable to fractions. Green, K.E., Von Herzen, R.P., and Cathles, L.M., 1983,
= Geologic terminology and spelling should conform to the Numerical models for the hydrothermal field at the Gala-

Glossary of Geology, published by the American Geolog-
ical Institute.

= Abbreviations and symbols are generally spelled out in
text and abbreviated or made into symbols in parenthe-
ses. Examples:

o The word “Figure” is spelled out in the text but abbre-
viated to “Fig.” in parentheses (e.g., Fig. 1) and at the
beginning of captions (e.g., Fig. 2. Tectonic map of
Southeast Asia).

o “Percent” and “per mil” are written out in the text but
symbols are used in parentheses (10%, 3%o) and in tables.

pagos spreading center: Journal of Geophysical Re-
search, v. 88, p. 1033-1048.

Paper in a book: Ohmoto, H., and Goldhaber, M.B.,
1997, Sulfur and carbon isotopes, in Barnes, H.L., ed.,
Geochemistry of hydrothermal ore deposits, 3rd ed.:
New York, Wiley, p. 517-611.

Academic thesis: Richer, M., 2006, Volcanic framework,
geochronology and geochemical evolution of the El Do-
rado gold district, El Salvador, Central America: Unpub-
lished M.Sc. thesis, Vancouver, Canada, The University
of British Columbia, 147 p.

URL data: U.S. Geological Survey, National Mapping Di-

vision, 1996, National mapping program instructions,
Part 2: Specifications, standards for digital orthophotos
(http://rockyweb.cr.usgs.gov/nmpstds/acrodocs/dog/2doq
1296.pdf).

Literature citations in the text and references
When citing literature in the text, use the following forms:

e One author (Smith, 1980), two authors (Smith and Jones,
1980), three or more authors (Smith et al., 1980).

« If two or more authors are cited parenthetically, they are ~ Artwork, photographs
listed chronologically from oldest to most recent: (Smith, e General: The size of figures should approximately match
1907; Jones, 1930; Brown, 1997). final publication size—one- or two-column width—so

= If the citation is not a parenthetical one (as above), refer that referees can judge their quality. Vector format (e.g.,

to Smith (1980), to Smith and Jones (1980), and to Smith
et al. (1980).

The order of references at the end of the paper

e Entries are cited alphabetically and names of journals,
symposium volumes, etc., are spelled out in full (e.g.,
American Journal of Science).

Papers by a single author are listed chronologically from
oldest to most recent.

Papers by a single author are first, then papers by that au-
thor and a second, alphabetically according to the second
author (e.g., Adams, A.B., and Brown, C.D., 1980, before
Adams, A.B., and Smith, E.G., 1975). Papers by three or
more authors are listed chronologically (e.g., Adams,
A.B., Smith, E.F,, and Jones, G.H., 1975, before Adams,
A.B., Brown, C.D., and Jones, G.H., 1980).
Unpublished work not available to the public or not ac-
cepted yet for publication should be cited in the text as,
for example, “pers. commun.” or “in prep.” and does not
appear in the reference section.

eps) and tif (for line art and scans) are preferred. Illlus-
trator or CorelDraw may be submitted in the native ap-
plication. Pdf and Word files are usually acceptable.
Line drawings (black and white with no gray shades):
Line widths should be a minimum of one-half point at
the final print size. Lettering should be no less than 6 pt
(8 pt. preferred) at about printing scale. If scanned, res-
olution should be 1200 dpi.

Half-tone, grayscale (photos and drawings with shades of
gray): Shades of gray in drawings should be no less than
20% apart to be distinguished easily in print. Photos
should be scanned at no less than 300 dpi. Scanned pho-
tos with lettering should be scanned at no less than 600
dpi. This is to compensate for text (including arrows) that
is bitmapped when scanned. An alternate solution is to
place art in a vector program (lllustrator or CorelDraw,
for example) and then add text and arrows.

Color art: Color approved by the Editor is free for SEG
members, otherwise it is $500/page. Colors for drawings
should be chosen with care to be distinct from each
other. Print color should be created as CMYK, not RGB.

References section—examples:

e Book: Collins, A.G., 1975, Geochemistry of oilfield wa-
ters: Amsterdam, Elsevier, 496 p.

e Conference paper: Golakoglu, A.R., Murakami H., and
Arikal T., 2004, Geology of the Samli Fe-Cu skarn deposit

e Geologic: Details should include north arrow, latitude-
longitude, axis labels, scale bar, as appropriate to the
graphic.
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