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Summary of Activities: 

 

1) Regular meetings: 

The Executive Committee had semi-regular in-person meetings throughout the year 
discussing/planning for chapter activities.  

The LU SEG Student Chapter hosted weekly informal economic geology discussion group 
meetings that were open to all geology students (see attached poster).  

 

2) Field Trips 

HWY 527 Transect Day Trip 

 On October 30, 2021, the LU SEG Student Chapter hosted a day trip along the 
Armstrong highway (HWY 527) north of Thunder Bay, Ontario. The route transects the Wawa, 
Quetico, and Wabigoon sub-provinces of the Superior Province. This route, with outcrop stops 
and descriptions provided by the Institute of Lake Superior Geology (ILSG) guidebooks, is a 
regular trip for 4th year field school at Lakehead. A significant number of graduate students, post-
docs, and visiting international undergraduate students had recently joined the department, so 
this trip was to familiarize new students with the geology of the area. The majority of the 16 
stops were meta-sedimentary, meta-volcanic, and pegmatitic rocks of the Superior province, 
followed by stops at Proterozoic outcrops closer to Thunder Bay, including Proterozoic sills, the 
stromatolites of the Gunflint formation, and the Sudbury ejecta site at Hillcrest Park. The 
Lakehead University SEG Student Chapter Executive Committee were trip leaders, and the trip 
had at total of 12 participants (8 grad students, 1 post-doc, 3 international undergraduates). 

 

 
Figure 1: Left – students observing a pegmatite “whaleback” outcrop from the Quetico subprovince. Right – students 

investigating a deformed conglomerate of the Wabigoon subprovince along a highway roadcut. 
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Colombia Trip Postponed 

 The Lakehead University SEG Student Chapter was planning for an international trip to 
Colombia in October 2022. The trip was to take place in and around the Mid-Cauca belt of 
Colombia, which contains a number of porphyry and low- to intermediate-sulfidation epithermal 
deposits. The chapter secured a Stewart R. Wallace grant from SEG in the amount of US$1,300 
to help pay for expenses associated with the trip.  

 Companies have placed a significant number of projects on care and maintenance as a 
result of new government regulations regarding mining, as well as a number of contacted sites 
expressing concerns regarding an uptick in security issues. Both of these factors made it 
practically impossible to formalize trip details and we had to indefinitely postpone the trip. The 
newly elected chapter Executive Committee are eager to plan for a future international trip in 
2023, either in Colombia or another jurisdiction. If the latter, they will apply for SAC review to 
reallocate previously awarded but unused Stewart R. Wallace funds to this new trip.  

 

3) Short Course 

‘Gold deposits in greenstone belts: settings, styles, and exploration’ 

 The Lakehead University SEG Student Chapter hosted a successful short course 
presented by Francois Robert on March 26th, 2022. There were 39 participants (24 industry, 15 
students). The course provided an overview of greenstone belts including their architecture and 
evolution, discussed the distribution and timing of the settings of gold deposits in greenstone 
belts and diversity of deposit types, as well as discussed practical applications in exploration.  

 

                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Geologists 
gathered at the 
community centre on 
Oliver Road in Thunder 
Bay, ON, 26 March, 
2022. Francois Robert is 
instructing the group, 
pictured centre left. 
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4) Fundraising 

Ordered new student chapter logo-embroidered merchandise (baseball caps, toques). These 
were sold alongside merchandise in stock from previous years.  

Submitted rock samples to the lapidary facility at Lakehead University for processing 
(cutting, polishing). These samples are intended for sale in a rock auction (“Rock-tion”); 
however, samples were not ready at the time of report preparation and sale will commence this 
year.  

 

5) Future Plans 
 

- New executive members for the academic year of 2022-2023 were elected and include: 
o President: Sergio Bautista (sbautis1@lakeheadu.ca) 
o Vice-President: Ryan Barkley (rbarkley@lakeheadu.ca) 
o Secretary: Daniel Thomson (dthomson@lakeheadu.ca) 
o Treasurer: Andrea Corredor (acorredo@lakeheadu.ca) 

 
 

- Rock-tion silent auction fundraiser & new LU SEG merchandise fundraiser 
- Continuation of weekly LU SEG Discussion Group meetings 
- Field trips to local northern Ontario mine sites and exploration projects 
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Figure 3: Poster advertisement for weekly informal discussion meetings. Posters were printed and posted around the geology 
department building, as well as disseminated through email to the geology student body. 


