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1.) Regular meetings and lectures 
 
October 20, 2021 First regular meeting. Detailed discussion of the following: 

• Getting the new Executive Committee up to date and introduced to the 
chapter. Discussing member ideas and future visions for the chapter.  

November 22, 2021 Regular meeting. Topics of this meeting were  

• Suggestions for an active chapter the following year. 
• Discussion about guests for online or in-person invited lectures. 

December 6, 2021 Regular meeting. Topics of this meeting were  

• Discussion of having a lecture by Joachim Krause after the Winter break.  

January 2022 No meetings due to Winter holidays.  

February 8, 2022 Regular meeting. Topics of this meeting were  

• Discussion of for the upcoming talk. 

March 16, 2022 Hybrid-lecture. “Atom Probe Tomography: Basics and applications on 
complex sulphides”  

• by Joachim Krause 
Helmholtz-Institute Freiberg, Germany. 

March 21, 2022 Regular meeting. Topics of this meeting were  

• Discussion of the recent talk. 
• Preparation and organization for next online lectures 

April 13, 2022 Regular meeting. Topics of this meeting were  

• Discussing the possibility of Cyprus excursion in Fall. 
• Getting up to date for the invited lecture talk next month by Thomas 

Unterweissacher. 

May 23, 2022 Lecture. “Exploration of Li-Pegmatite: Projektentwicklung am Beispiel 
Weinebene”  

• by Thomas Unterweissacher 
Geo-Unterweissacher GmbH, Austria 

June 21, 2022 Regular meeting. Meeting to discuss new possible nominees to the 
Executive Committee. 

July 2022 No meetings due to summer holidays.  

August 11, 2022 Regular meeting. Meeting to arrange and decide on the new Executive 
Committee persons. 

September 2, 2022 Conference practice.  

As a couple of the student members were presenting talks at the Pangeo 
2022 conference, we decided to get together and do a practice round of all 
talks. For most of the members, this was their first conference.  

September 29, 2022 Regular meeting.  

Getting the new Executive Committee up to date and introduced to the 
chapter. Discussing the future vision and current situation of the student 
chapter. 
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2.) Field trips 
During the period 2021/2022 we were able to organize two field trips. The first 
excursion in October 2021 was focused on Austrian ore deposits close to Leoben 
including the famous Erzberg deposit and a historic mine site in Kraubath. For the 
second field trip in September 2022, the Student Chapter set up together with the 
Montanuniversität a trip to Cyprus to visit the regional geology as well as local ore 
deposits.  

A) Visit of the Erzberg siderite deposit and  
Kraubath magnesite-chromite mineralization 

As soon as the new semester started in October 2021, the Student Chapter Leoben 
organized with the help of SEG Fellow Frank Melcher (Chair of Geology and Economic 
Geology) an excursion for geology students from the University of Vienna in the frame 
of their economic geology lecture. The field trip was scheduled from October 23 to 24 
and guided by Frank Melcher. A total of 15 students (incl. 6 SEG Student Members) 
took part and were also accompanied by SEG Fellows Johann Raith (Chair of 
Resource Mineralogy) and Holger Paulick (Geological Survey of Austria). On the first 
day, the students were introduced to the deposit geology and mineralization model of 
the Erzberg, Austria’s largest Fe-mine, followed by a tour through the active mine to 
demonstrate the topics discussed before as well as to take sample material. The 
second day was dedicated to the Kraubath magnesite-chromite mineralization that 
occurs in the largest ultramafic massif within the Eastern Alps. There, the students 
could observe typical podiform chromite outcrops in the lower parts as well as 
magnesite veins in the hanging wall of the Kraubath Ultramafic Massif. 

 
Figure 1: Field trip to the Erzberg (left) and Kraubath (right) in October 2021. 

B)  Cyprus excursion 

The field trip to Cyprus took place from September 19 to 28, 2022 and was guided by 
our academic advisor Johann Raith and Ronald Bakker from the Montanuniversität 
Leoben. 15 students (including 11 SEG Student Members) took the chance to explore 
the Greek part of Cyprus. Thankfully, the colleagues of the Cyprus Geological Survey 
not only gave a very interesting overview of the island’s geological structure but also 
helped to overcome logistical challenges. The students benefited from the 
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comprehensive excursion program, which included both important geological outcrops 
(e.g., Troodos ophiolite, Mamonia complex, Circum-Troodos cover sequences etc.) as 
well as a variety of ore deposits (Skouriotissa VMS deposit, Apliki Copper Mine, 
Hydrometallurgical plant of Hellenic Minerals etc.). One big advantage of this excursion 
was also that we could better promote the Student Chapter at the university in order to 
motivate several students to join our Student Chapter and become SEG members. The 
detailed program can be found in the Cyprus field trip report 2022. 

 
Figure 2: Photos from the Cyprus excursion, September 2022. Above: Visit to the Agrokipia Mine (weathered pillow basalts in the 
background). Below: Panorama of the Phoenix open pit (Skouriotissa Mine, ceased in 2019). 

 

3.) Financial use of the Wallace fund 
The SEG Student Chapter Leoben applied for the Stewart R. Wallace Funding (Round 
II 2021) and was awarded $1,025.00 (EUR 963.28 – EUR 10.00 incoming fees = EUR 
953.28) by the SEG to support attendance of 11 student members (i.e., EUR 86.66 per 
person) to cover parts of costs (flight, rental car, accommodations) for the Cyprus field 
trip. 
 

4.) Lectures and talks 
SSM talks: In order to keep the chapter active, the executive board introduced together 
with SEG member Philip Gopon (Chair of Geology and Economic Geology) the “SSM 
- Sulfide Sleuths Meeting” with the intention to give students the opportunity to present 
their ongoing bachelor, master, or doctoral theses as well as to practice presentation 
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in front of the audience. Also “introducing” the students to scientific discussions 
concerning their projects, methods and scientific papers. The SSM was held weekly 
during the first months of 2022 and is due to continue once the semester starts. 
In addition, the Student Chapter was able to use contacts to invited lecturers from 
exploration and science to the Montanuniversität and to report on their current projects. 
The guest talks comprised about 60 minutes of lecture followed by a brief discussion. 
March 16, 2022: Joachim Krause (Helmholtz-Institute Freiberg for Resource 
Technology) had a hybrid-lecture about “Atom Probe Tomography: Basics and 
applications on complex sulphides” where the students could learn more about a 
powerful technique in mineralogy to study processes on the near-atomic scale such as 
diffusion, exsolution, or the formation of nano-scale inclusions. This presentation was 
organized in cooperation with the Austrian Mineralogical Society. 
 
May 23, 2022: former student of the Montanuniversität Leoben and SEG member 
Thomas Unterweissacher (Geo-Unterweissacher GmbH) gave a presentation about 
“Exploration of Li-Pegmatite: Projektentwicklung am Beispiel Weinebene”, whereas 
students got an insight into the everyday life of an exploration geologist and learned 
more about the Li-potential in Austria. 
 

5.) Participation in conferences, field trips and workshops 
From August 27-30, Florian Altenberger (Vice-President) attended the SEG 2022 
Conference in Denver, Colorado, USA to present the results of his current PhD project. 
This was also a great opportunity to represent our Student Chapter and making new 
contacts. Florian was selected as a student presenter and received a travel grant by 
the SEG that helped him to cover a large part of the costs, whereby he would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the SEG again for this great support and experience. 
After the biennial Pangeo Conference was organized by the Austrian Geological 
Society in Leoben in 2022, we motivated the members of our Student Chapter to 
submit a contribution on their current research topics. A total of 5 students took the 
opportunity to present their work to a broad audience in the Economic Geology and 
Regional Geology sessions. All abstracts were published in a conference abstract 
booklet. 

 
6.) Future plans 
As the COVID situation has relaxed, finally, we are currently able to hold in-person 
invited lectures talks and field trips. Therefore, this will be our starting conditions for 
the coming year as well. Due to the pandemic circumstances, several of our planned 
trips were yet not possible and thus we will keep them in our future plans. 

A) Invited Lecturers 

We are currently discussing which persons we could ask to come to Leoben for the 
coming semesters to hold talks for our chapter. Although online talks made it easier to 
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invite people from everywhere, we do find it preferable to strive for in-person talks to re-
establish a form of “normality” for the chapter and its members.  

B) WORKSHOP 2023  

As our workshop “Into the Grauwackenzone” was not possible, we will start discussing 
with the new Executive Committee the possibility of a new workshop for 2023. Due to 
many key-persons involved with the “Greywacke Zone WS” has left the chapter, we 
would most probably look for new topics.  

C) Erzgebirge field trip – SEG Student Chapter Freiberg 

Our Executive Committee still holds good relations with the SEG SC Freiberg, and thus 
we would still like to see this cooperation field trip happen. This would be a longer 
excursion now that travel is possible and would be done by driving a minibus or two 
over the border. 

D) Guided excursion in Slovenia & Serbia 

As we still have good connections to colleagues in Slovenia and Serbia, we would like 
to attempt this excursion. In the Spring of 2022 effort was made to arrange this, but 
due to the uncertain times back then, we did not get approved by several of the mines 
that we wanted to visit. Only the Rudnik mine in Serbia invited us and this mine we 
would aim to re-connect with for a trip. 

E) Local Austrian excursions  

As Austria has a rich history of mining and a plethora of mineralizations, we will discuss 
with the members what deposits they would find interesting to visit. These trips are 
possible for weekend trips, but could be also combined for longer excursions if it would 
be desired from the members. We still think a trip to one of the scheelite deposits would 
make an excellent excursion, as we give the student members a nice opportunity to 
receive an impression about night-time exploration for scheelite using UV-lamping. 

Glück Auf! 

 

September 30, 2022 | Leoben Contact: segunileoben@gmail.com 

Viktor Bertrandsson 
Erlandsson 
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