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Regular Meetings: First Tuesday of each month

Abitibi Field Trip:
● Successful 5 day field trip to the Abitibi greenstone belt in Northern Ontario &

Quebec from April 22nd to April 26th, 2022
● Attended by 7 undergraduate students, 2 graduate students and 1 professor from

the University of Toronto
● The Abitibi greenstone belt is among the world’s most geologically important and

economically productive regions
● Provided students an opportunity to see world class outcrops in the field in a

region where they may very likely find summer employment
● For some students this was their first experience with field geology due to the

COVID-19 pandemic
● Stops included:

○ Tour of the historic Cobalt ON silver mining camp, the site of the last great
mineral rush in Canada.

○ Archean Temagami Banded Iron Formations (BIF).
○ Timiskaming Sediments. These fluvial conglomerates represent Archean

rivers that once flowed along the Cadillac-Larder Lake break, a
regional-scale fault in the area which is associated with several orogenic
gold deposits.

○ Mafic and felsic metavolcanics in Rouyn-Noranda QC. Students saw
beautifully preserved Archean pillow lavas, volcaniclastics and an
enormous rhyolite dome. Rouyn-Noranda and the surrounding areas host
abundant historically important base metal VMS deposits.

○ Canadian Malartic Mine QC. Students got a chance to look into Canada’s
largest open pit gold mine from the viewing platform in Malartic QC. This
was a unique opportunity to get a sense of the vast scale of an open pit
mine.

○ Core Shack visit Val d’Or QC. Probe Metals kindly gave an excellent tour
of their core shack facility and exploration office in Val d’Or. Students first
learned about the most interesting drill intercepts in a presentation, then
saw the rocks in drill core, and finally were shown the current model in
Leapfrog. This stop provided students a look at the day in the life of a
junior exploration company.

● The Abitibi SEG field trip was a huge success and would not have been possible



without the Stewart R Wallace funding as well as contributions from the Toronto
Geologic Discussion Group (TDG), and the University of Toronto Department of
Earth Sciences.

● This trip has hopefully exposed several young geoscientists to the world of
economic geology.

Stewart R. Wallace Funding Breakdown
See attached “Use of Funding 2021-2022.pdf” file for breakdown of our funding.

Future Plans:
● There is not a large focus on economic geology within our department at the

University of Toronto, so this year, we hope to host more events like
presentations/lectures and also to promote other events and meetings (Orehub,
TGDG) related to the field so that more students will be exposed and aware of
what’s happening

○ Perhaps send out monthly emails to students on our membership list that
outline various events and lectures that are happening in the city relating
to economic geology in that month

● Invite a SEG Traveling Lecturer to present to students, faculty and staff in our
department. We also plan to open the event to the Toronto Geological Discussion
Group (TGDG) who have expressed interest in attending such events to our exec
team during PDAC. This would be a great opportunity to not only expose
students to research into economic geology but also a great student-industry
networking experience.

● Plan and lead a week-long field trip abroad to Yellowstone National Park, WY
around mid- to late May

○ If time permits, or alternatively, we may visit the mining district in Coeur
d’Alene, ID

○ We will look for funding from company sponsorships, SEG Wallace Fund,
departmental contributions, etc

● Create a new volume of our newsletter, the Deposit (which was developed by the
2020-2021 executive team), to provide students with a guide to PDAC,
interesting news articles about the industry and economic geology in general,
and a review on our past Abitibi field trip


